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 A proposal for the Center for Clean Energy Research and Education 
(CENCERE) was approved by the IBHE during their Spring 2011 meeting 
in Naperville, IL. The center was a result of a cohesive interdisciplinary 
research and educational effort that began across the entire campus. 
 Dr. Peter Ping Liu from the School of Technology has been named 
director for CENCERE and was the catalyst in moving the proposal for 
the center forward. The Renewable Energy Center (REC) will be the main 
site for CENCERE research projects. The main task of those faculty and 
students working at CENCERE will be to find how we can integrate the 
current trends with the REC into the curriculum. In June, a research gasifier 
and gas chromatography (GC) arrived on campus and is currently housed in 
the School of Technology. Dr. David Melton is in charge of the installation 
of the GC. Additional equipment being sought for the gasifier portion of the 
research center include: 
1.  hammer mill, biomass dryer and a pelletizer to process biomass sources,
2.  biomass fuel testing/analysis instrument including a thermal analyzer, 
bomb calorimeter and moisture analyzer, 
3. gas analysis instruments used to analyze the outcome of the gasifier and 
composition of fuel gas. 
  This past spring semester Dr. Jerry Cloward directed five graduate 
students in researching a gasifier related project. Campus wide, faculty in 
Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Communication Studies, Economics, Geol-
ogy/Geography, and Physics are involved in the center. 
 The establishment of CENCERE will provide students with a 
research facility to investigate various existing biomass sources that may 
be suitable as alternative or additive energy sources. It will provide testing 
equipment for students to explore these energy sources and allow them to 
gain a better appreciation of subjects such as physics, chemistry, engineer-
ing and technology. Involvement in CENCERE will promote student and 
faculty engagement in the study of the various economical, social and 
biological issues related to clean energy. 
 Research undertaken by faculty and students will not be limited to 
the biogasifier project. Dr. Rendong Bai is currently conducting research on 
solar energy and a solar installation is currently under construction. Wind 
energy research will be incorporated as soon as funding allows. The School 
of Technology recently approved an Alternative Energies & Sustainability 
Concentration for students in the Applied Engineering and Technology 
program.
Center for Clean Energy Research and Education 
Approved by IBHE  
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AET Program Review Results in
Recommendation for 
Reaccreditation  
          On April 4-5 a reaccreditation team from The 
Association of Technology, Management, and Ap-
plied Engineering (ATMAE) visited the School of 
Technology and the EIU campus. 
 The primary purpose of the accreditation is 
to provide recognition of the attainment of profes-
sional goals and standards for Industrial Technol-
ogy. The secondary purpose is to encourage other 
institutions to strive toward and commit to these 
goals and standards.
 EIU’s Applied Engineering and Technology 
curriculum is designed to prepare management-ori-
ented technical professions by combining a liberal 
education with technical management curriculum.  
 Alignment with ATMAE standards and reac-
creditation assures students of quality academic 
curriculum aligned with criteria which will prepare 
them as technical management-oriented profession-
als employable in business, industry, education, and 
government. 
 This year’s accreditation visit  was especially 
beneficial because it included a review of major 
revisions to the curriculum beginning with the name 
change  from Industrial Technology to Applied 
Engineering and Technology. The core curriculum 
underwent a revision and the concentrations were 
updated. The faculty received kudos from the visit-
ing team for their foresight in selecting a new title 
for the program as well as revising the curriculum to 
better reflect business needs. 
 The team of faculty involved in the reac-
creditation preparation included: Dr. Wafeek Wahby, 
AET program coordinator, Drs. Rendong Bai, 
Kaninika Bhathagar, Jerry Cloward, David Melton, 
Luke Steinke, and Deborah Woodley.
“It is time for a sustainable energy policy which puts consumers, the environment, 
human health, and peace first.”
      DENNIS KUCINICH, speech, Sep. 27, 2005
       U.S. Representative for Ohio’s 10th Congressional District
      
School of Technology Faculty Strive to help 
International Students Feel Welcome
Students from Zhijiang Col-
lege of Zhejiang University 
of Technology begin Studies 
at EIU.
 
 Three students from Zhijiang College be-
gan their program of study at Eastern Illinois 
University as a result of last year’s articula-
tion agreement between the two entities. Two 
of the students are enrolled in the Applied 
Engineering and Technology program with 
concentrations in production.
 Graduate student Wei Wilson Wang, 
began working with Dr. Peter Ping Liu on 
research related to the CENCERE. 
 During the fall semester Dr. Xia Xia Hu, 
Director of Mechanical and Electrical Engi-
neering, Zhijiang College from the People’s 
Republic of China will be a research scholar 
with the School of Technology and the Center 
for Clean Energy Research and Education.   
 This year, conversation began with 
Pranveer Singh Institute of Technology in New 
Delhi, India and Chungnam National Univer-
sity in the Republic of Korea. 
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Integrative Learning Projects Earn 
Provost’s Award
  
 The School of Technology earned one of four Integrative Learning 
Awards provided by the Provost’s office. The spirit of integrative learn-
ing continued this year in the School of Technology with several projects 
internal and external to the university. 
        Dr. Jerry Cloward and students worked 
with Fox Ridge State Park to create new 
signage for the park’s entrance. The plasma 
cutter was used to create a stylized image 
of a fox which was incorporated into the 
entrance sign.




and dart molding on their ShopBot CNC 
Router. They designed the molding with 
CAD software, replicated it in the 3-D 
modeling machine and then produced it on 
the ShopBot. They worked with Facilities to 
plan and implement the project which will 
ensure the 
integrity of Old Main’s original decorative 
molding design. 
 Career and Technical Education  stu-
dents continue to work with  students in the 
community. CTE 3400 students, under the 
direction of Dr. Julie Chadd, worked with a 
local Boy Scout troop to complete a service 
learning project. 
     With the increasing number of 
international students, faculty and staff 
in the School of Technology are working 
together to help international students 
adjust to life in the United States.
     During the fall semester the school 
hosted a reception for incoming interna-
tional students to help them meet faculty 
members interested in mentoring interna-
tional students. Door prizes were donated by Drs. Woodley and Bhatnagar. 
 Dr. Wafeek Wahby realized, while discussing the upcoming Thanks-
giving break, that most international students did not have a concept of 
our Thanksgiving holiday. He arranged, with the help of Kathy Rhodes in 
Family and Consumer Sciences, a Thanksgiving Banquet with all of the 
trimmings for the graduate Technology students. From our observations the 
pumpkin pie was the biggest hit.
 In an ongoing effort to help students adjust to English as a second lan-
guage, Dr. Woodley received a Redden Gant providing for English instruc-
tion for international students. The research grant utilizes the Michigan Test 
to evaluate the level of English reading comprehension, and then provides 
instruction to increase that comprehension.  
Photograph by Deborah Woodley
Forbidden City, Bejing, China
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          Dr. Kaninika Bhatnagar is currently serving as Vice President of the 
Women in Technology Division of The Association of Technology, Manage-
ment and Applied Engineering. 
           Dr. Samuel Guccione retired after 10 years with SOT. Before his 
retirement in December, he designed the new energy concentration with 
companion courses and led the approval process through CAA. While “of-
ficially retired”, Dr. Guccione  was drafted to continue teaching at least one 
course each semester.
         The 2010 IBEA Outstanding Secondary Teacher of the Year is Tamra 
Davis ‘87 & ‘04. She currently is a business teacher at Warrensburg-Latham 
High School and has taught a wide variety of classes. 
          Michael Woods received a graduate scholarship from the Illinois 
Business Education Association.  Kara Brown and Courtney Young received 
student stipends to attend the Illinois Business Education Association Con-
ference in Effingham.
 Pi Omega Pi placed fifth in their 2010 national competition.
      CTE student, Tori Rehahn, represented EIU 
and received 5th place nationally in Macroeconom-
ics and 4th place nationally in the Future Business 
Teacher event.
       Eleven SOT students presented in the 2nd An-
nual Student Research Symposium held December 
1, 2010 in the University Ballroom. Topics ranged 
from Speech Signal Analysis for Phoneme Recogni-
tion to Sustainable Home Heating and Cooling and 
included several on biometric system issues. Please 
visit our website at www.eiu.edu/tech for additional 
topics and the names of presenters and their faculty 
mentors. 
Dr. Tom McDonald served 
as faculty marshal for 
LCBAS in the Spring 2011 
Commencement ceremony. 
Dr. Rendong Bai  served 
as faculty marshal for the 
Graduate School in the Fall 
2010 ceremony. 
Jorgealberto Zetino      
received the Outstanding 
International Student 
Award.
Faculty & Students & Alumni Notes
 As we entered the fall 2010 semester, nothing could foretell all of the changes the School of 
Technology would undergo during the 2010-2011 academic year. The semester began on a high note 
as enrollments were up in three of our four programs. Students were busy preparing a float for the 
homecoming parade and the reaccreditation committee was preparing for the spring 2011 ATMAE 
reaccreditation visit. Then, beginning October 1, 2010, Mahyar Izadi, chair of the School of Tech-
nology, was appointed interim dean of the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences. 
During his tenure as interim dean, Deborah Woodley was appointed interim chair for the School of 
Technology. After an extensive search, Dr. Izadi became dean of LCBAS, effective July 1, 2011 and 
Dr. Woodley was appointed to serve an additional two years as interim chair. The search for a new 
SOT chair will begin fall of 2012. 
 The School of Technology has had one of the busiest years in recent history. The new Applied 
Engineering and Technology (AET) and Organizational and Professional Development (OPD) 
curriculum became effective fall of 2010 resulting in many catalog and program changes. Klehm 
Hall underwent a major renovation project and faculty in the School were responsible for two major 
research projects related to renewable energy. Additionally, the School was one of four recipients 
of the 2010 Provost’s Intergrative Learning Award. The School hosted the Second Annual Student 
Research Symposium during the fall semester and the Future Fund Naming Ceremony was held for 
major donors.  
 Faculty and staff in the School met the “Chair’s Challenge” to increase donations to Future Fund 
and scholarships with the highest rate of participation in the history of the department. 
 As we look forward to the 2011-2012 academic year we are proud of our past accomplishments 
and excited about our future. The faculty, staff and students in the School of Technology thank you 
for your continued support of EIU and encourage you to keep in touch with EIU and members of 
the School of Technology family. 
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Notes from the Interim Chair
Edward Karr received 
the off-campus 2011 
Distinguished Graduate 
Student Award.
Aaron Melton received 









The School of Technology 2010 Scholarships and Awards Program was held on March 27, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. Courtney Young received 
the NBEA Award of Merit. In addition to those students featured below, Tori Rehahn received a Lillian Greathouse Scholarship and 






Charles A. Elliott 
Technology Education
Michael Kranz
School of Technology 
Alumni Scholarship
Allen Spargur
Roy E. Ehrsam 
Scholarship
Matthew Krezwick
Lucille M. Klehm 
Technology Education
Keithan Hedrick, pictured here with Dr. David 
Melton and Jean Rinefort received the 
Harold D. Fildes Scholarship
Bruce Barnard, pictured here with Dr. Diana Wyatt, 
received a Felstehausen-Boldrey Excellence in 
Career & Organizational Studies Award
Mitchell Gurick 
Lillian R. Greathouse 
Scholarship
Joseph Eckardt
Walter  A. Klehm Industrial 
Technology Scholarship
Matt Stringer
Messer Family Scholarship 
in Technology
CTE and OPD
Student Ambassadors Kristyna Zukauskas, Matt Stringer 
and Courtney Mildren served as hosts for the Awards 
Program.
Clayton Montgomery 
Lou Ann and Tom Waskom 
Scholarship
Phillip Sterling
Walter  A. Klehm Industrial 
Technology Scholarship




John “Smoke” & Mary 
Frances Pauley Scholarship
Jamison Klein 
Lillian R. Greathouse 
Scholarship
Bruyn Yunk
Carolyn A.  Forbes 
Centennial Scholarship
Major Donors Recognized During Spring 
Future Fund Naming Ceremony 
 
 In conjunction with the April 4-5, 2011, reac-
creditation visit by The Association of Technology, 
Management, and Applied Engineering team and 
their scheduled meeting with the School of Tech-
nology Advisory Board members, the Advisory 
Board and the School of Technology hosted a nam-
ing ceremony for major donors to the Future Fund.
 Four offices and one classroom have been 
named thus far and the Future Fund has begun to 
generate funds that can be used to support techno-
logical advancements and provide maintenance on 
existing technologies.
 Advisory Board Member, John Wright was 
instrumental in the naming of a faculty office in 
honor of Colcon Corporation employees who 
graduated from EIU. Those employees include:
 Mike Mitchel ‘69 & ‘77
 Gina (Vieback) Spinner ‘83
 Jeff Mitchell ‘98
 Christie (Jasper) Wright ‘78
 Donor Ross McCullough graduated in ‘87 and 
is Vice-president of Marketing for UPS. He gifted a 
classroom and named an office in honor of Tom and 
Lou Ann Waskom. Dr. Waskom retired from the 
School of Technology in 2006.
 Dr. James D. Price ‘74 & ‘77 began his career 
as a business education teacher and was Associate 
Superintendent of the Mount Zion School District 
at the time of his death in 2000. After his death, his 
mother, Helen Price established the Dr. James D. 
Price Delta Chi Business Education Scholarship 
in his memory and this year named the School of 
Technology Advisor’s office in his honor.
 Dr. Janet (Medcalf) Treichel ‘64 & ‘71, cur-
rently serves as Executive Director of the National 
Business Education Association. She is a consultant 
to federal, state and local agencies in the areas of 
business education, career development, and sever-
al others and has authored/edited many educational 
publications. 
   Gifts to the Future Fund of $10,000 or more 
are recognized with a room in Klehm Hall named 
in honor of the donor or their designee. For more 
information on how to make a gift to the Technol-
ogy Future Fund, contact Jacqueline Joines, CFRE, 
Director of Philanthropy by phone at 217-581-6979 
or by e-mail at jsjoines@eiu.edu.  Contact us today 
to help create a Future for our students that can 
change their lives!
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President Bill Perry and 
Bob Martin Vice President 
for University Advancement 
stand outside of the office 
named by Colcon Corpo-
ration in honor of Colcon 
employees who graduated 
from EIU.
Technology Future Fund 
Naming Ceremony 
becomes Highlight of 
ATMAE Reaccreditation 
Visit 
Dr. Janet Treichel ‘64 
and Bill Perry stand 
outside of the School 
of Technology Chair’s 
office after the naming 
ceremony for Future 
Fund donors.
President Bill Perry 
stands with Ross and 
Cindy McCullough Jr. and 
children, Mac and Gracie 
outside of classroom 1102 
in Klehm Hall. The room 
was gifted by Ross Mc-
Cullough ‘87.
EIU President Bill Perry 
thanks Mr. and Mrs. Price 
during the naming cer-
emony for Future Fund. 
They named the School 
of Technology Advisor’s 
office in honor of their 
son, Dr. James D. Price 
‘74 & ‘77.
President Bill Perry stands 
with the Mrs. Ross (Laura 
Kay) McCullough and Ross 
and Cindy McCullough 
with their children, Mac 
and Gracie outside of the 
office named in honor 
of Dr. Tom and Lou Ann 
Waskom.
School of Technology 524400
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099





 Faculty and staff in the School of Technology were the beneficiaries and participants in a 
renovation project over the Christmas/New Year’s break. After a December 6th walkthrough of our 
School of Technology building, suggestions and input for improvements were given by Gary Reed, 
Dave Crockett and Steve Drake. Staff from Facilities Planning and Management and SOT faculty and 
Staff worked diligently to spruce up Klehm Hall before the spring ATMAE reaccreditation visit. 
 Three laboratories underwent a procedure known as Vitrifying Terrazzo and Polishing Con-
crete, a process that is cost effective and long-lasting. The Masons really did an outstanding job. 
They worked long hours and split shifts to get this job completed in a timely manner.
 Five labs were repainted and new lighting was installed in the CNC Lab. The Digital Imaging, 
Printing, and Web Technology Lab underwent the most visible transformation. Asbestos floor tiles 
were taken up, the glue removed, and new tiles were put in place, waxed and polished. Several sinks 
were removed and a new washout station installed. The entire lab was replanned and the results cre-
ated a more effective use of space. 
 Faculty members, Dr. David Melton and Gabe Grant worked closely with Facilities over the 
holiday break to ensure the project was completed on time. Office Administrator, Ms. Mary Jo 
Montgomery and Academic Advisor, Donna Dawson and Interim Chair, Dr. Deborah Woodley 
pitched in to dust, sort and clean. The 5 S’s were applied to each lab. Dr. Jerry Cloward was also 
ready to provide an extra hand when needed. 
 By the beginning of the spring semester, only the digital lab remained unfinished and classes 
were held in the Gregg Technology Center for the first three weeks of the semester. Dr. Melton and 
Mr. Grant received the Chair’s Service Award for their laborious efforts to ensure project comple-
tion. The School also hosted a luncheon for all of the Facilities employees who worked so diligently.  
We are proud to invite all alumni and friends of the School of Technology to drop by for a visit. 
Gabe Grant receiving the 
Chair’s Service Award
Dr. David Melton receiving 
the Chair’s Service Award
